Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/11/01 : CIA-RDP08T00376R000100110059-3

- D-R-A-F-T
1 August ,19/’73

[Statement for OLC - Unclassified]

| Since World.War IT open forei'gn?léngdage information sources

(newspapers R periodicals books) of inferest to U. S. Government |
departments and agenc1es have grown to a pomt beyond the capa.blhty
of any s:l.ngle agency to handle the information explosion with staff
persomnel. Therefore, in 1957, the Joint Publlcatlons Research
Service (JPRS), using hundreds of free-élance contract translators,
was establlshed as a translatmn service for the U. S. Government
: J'PRb was organized as a component of the Deparrtmen't of Commerce

which was .respons:.ble,for the ‘,,adver.'tls_emenn.., sale and distribution

of JPRS reports to a worldwide subscribership.

-

N

JPRS responds to ‘che translatlon requ.lrements of all Government
agencies, but over the past several years the Forelgn Broadcast -
Information Serv:.ce (FBIS), whlch is specifically charged w:Lth |
collectlon of mfonnatlon from. forelgn—language press and radio
sources, has become the smcle largest user of JPRS services. In
the mterests of more _. effect:Lve coordination and management of the -
‘b:'anslation and distribntion' of foreign press and radio irrfonnation
to the Govermment and tﬁé publj,c,. JPRS was adrninist’ativeiy trans-
ferred from the niéna.gement of Department of Cor_rrr_nerce to thet of |
FBIS on (dafe) . FBIS is a component of the Central Infellige.nc'e

Agency.
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